
CITY OF CANAL FULTON

                            December 2, 2003



REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING:

Mayor Shawn Kenney called the December 2, 2003 Council Meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. at Stinson Elementary School.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
CALLING OF THE ROLL:  Present:  Bill Dane, Nellie Cihon, Diane Downing, Linda Zahirsky, Mike Mouse,  Robert Szanto, Mayor Shawn Kenney.  

OTHERS PRESENT:  Marge Loretto, City Manager; Dale Kincaid, Law Director; Chief Mike McNeely, Police Department, Michael Rodino, Finance Director; Director;  Joan Porter, The Repository; Julie Schaeffer, The Independent; Dennis Downing, Joy Anderson, Victor Colaianni, K. Sims, Vic Whiting, and John Hatfield, all residents.
ADOPTING/CORRECTING OF MINUTES:   


The Mayor asked for approval of the minutes of the November 18, 2003 regular Council meeting. Mrs. Cihon made a motion to approve the minutes of November 18, 2003.  Mr. Dane seconded the motion. 


Roll:  Yes –  5.  Mr. Szanto abstained due to his absence at the November 18th meeting.

SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS:  

The Mayor said the reason they are having the Council meeting at this location is to honor the Senior members of the Northwest High School football team, the coach, the trainers, and the cheerleaders for the fine season they had.


The Mayor then related a story from his high school days.


He said everyone in the community is impressed with them.  He said he has a Proclamation for Head Coach, Vic Whiting.  The Mayor then read the Proclamation.  The Mayor then asked Mr. Whiting to present the other Proclamations to the other members of the team.


Mr. Whiting thanked everyone.  He called everyone up who was present and read the names of those who were not present.  He said these are a great group of kids.  He said they have been raised by good parents and they treat each other very well.  He said they are great roll models and they have been his favorite kids to coach during his 25 year career.


CITIZENS COMMENTS ON AGENDA MATTERS:


Mr. Downing said he had a question regarding Ordinance 38-03 to provide an exception to the City’s policy of requiring annexation before connection to City water lines.  He said the minutes reflect that Mr. Lindsay wanted the $100,000.00 contribution he is making to be given to the Parks Department rather than the Water Department.  He said he felt it should go to the Water Department or the purchasing of bonds.  

The Mayor said in order to annex, someone has to want to be annexed.  He said this particular individual does not want to be annexed.  He said that is why they have worked out the other alternative.


He then said the money will be left in the Water Department.  


Further discussion followed.


Mr. Mouse said he doesn’t have a problem with the proposal, but he does have a problem with the fact that this has not been discussed prior to it being put on the agenda.  He said he feels it changes some directions the City has been moving in.  He said they required annexation for the School but not for Mr. Lindsay.  


He said at the last Council meeting he had asked for the current capacity of the City’s water and what the requirements for the school will be and also what the requirements for Mr. Lindsay will be.  He said to date he has not received that information and wants to make that a public record.  

Mr. Mouse said he read an article about a councilman-elect who approached the School Board and spoke about re-opening the JED situation.  He said he has a problem with someone pretending to speak for Council.  He said it was very unprofessional.  


The Mayor said this portion of the meeting is entitled “Citizens’ Comments”, it is not entitled Mr. Mouse’s comments.  

Mr. Hatfield said he does not have a problem expanding the water, but it will depend on the contract they negotiate.  He said to make sure the water line is large enough and that the City owns it.  

Mr. Mouse said Mr. Hatfield has raised a good point.  He said that many times Council agrees to something general and then find out they have neglected to dot the ‘I’s and cross the ‘t’s.  

REPORTS OF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS:


Senior Citizens.

Mrs. Cihon said Canal Fulton Elementary School is presenting a holiday appreciation concert on December 10, at 2:00 P.M. for all Stark senior citizens.  

Community Service Coordinator. 


No report.


Fire Chief. 

No Report.

 Police Chief.  


Chief McNeely said the Dispatch Center completed its move to Jackson Township at Wales and Mudbrook.


Engineer/Streets/Public Utilities.  


No Report.


 Director of Finance.


No Report.

Mayor’s Report.

The Mayor stated he has a letter of resignation from Sharon Reiter, Clerk of City Council, dated December 1, 2003.  It reads as follows:  “It is with bittersweet feelings that I submit this letter of resignation to you as Clerk of Canal Fulton City Council.  I will be moving to Boston in early January to begin a new life with my future husband.  Although there is much joy and great anticipation in my decision, I want all of you to know that I leave with more than a little sadness.  I love this position very much and have considered it a privilege to have worked with Marge, Mayor Kenney, Bob Szanto, and all the members of Council.  I also know that I will never find a better group of co-workers than my fellow City employees.  I feel I would be remiss if I do not personally thank the people with whom I have worked most closely – my City Hall family.  Marge Loretto is the best boss anyone can have.  She and Mayor Kenney, along with Bob Szanto allowed me to undertake projects that have enhanced my life and career.  They trusted me and that is the most important thing an employer can give an employee.  I would also like to thank Sue Menefee and Dan Mayberry for their examples of teamwork and for their friendship.  In the afternoons we really became the “Three Musketeers”.  Tammy Luther, Karent Hitlbrand, Debbie Kerr, Johnson Belford, Bret Stephan, and Mike Rodino round out what I consider hard working and dedicated employees of the City, as well as friends of mine to whom I could go with any request or problem.”

The Mayor said her last day is January 2, 2004.  He said the administration has advertised for the position and has received 90 applicants.  He said they have narrowed the field down to eight and interviews will begin next Monday, December 8th.  The Mayor said the City Manager makes a recommendation; however, the Clerk of Council is actually appointed by City Council.  


City Manager’s Report.


Mrs. Loretto noted that in her report she has a letter from the State of Ohio stating that all the liquor licenses in the City will be up for renewal in January, 2004.  She said she requested and received from Chief McNeely a report on any problems with these licenses.  His written report said there were none.  She said they will need a voice vote concerning the renewal of these licenses.


She said she would like to remind everyone that the City employee Christmas Party will be held at City Hall on Friday, December 19, at 11:45 A.M.


Mr. Szanto made a motion that City Council not request a meeting with the State Liquor Control Board regarding renewal of licenses in Canal Fulton.  Mrs. Cihon seconded the motion.  (Voice Vote)  Yes – ALL.


Parks.

No Report.  


Law Director.

Mr. Kincaid said he is sorry to see Sherry leave.  He said she knew a little bit about doing his work and has done some of it herself, including some things for this evening’s meeting.


He then said they had the City’s attorney here this evening for an executive session concerning pending litigation.  He said he would like to go into executive session.  


Mr. Szanto made a motion that Council adjourn the regular portion of the meeting and go into executive session for the purpose of discussing pending litigation.  He said there may be action taken as a result of that meeting.  He said Mrs. Downing has execused herself from this executive session.  Mr. Dane seconded the motion.  Roll:  Yes – ALL.


Council Adjourned Into Executive Session


Mr. Szanto made a motion to re-convene the regular portion of the Council meeting.  He stated that during the executive session pending litigation was discussed and no legislative action will be taken as a result of that session.  Mrs. Cihon seconded the motion.  Roll:  Yes  -5.  Mrs. Downing abstained.   


READING OF ORDINANCES:


THIRD READINGS:  


No Third Readings. 

SECOND READINGS:


Ordinance 37-03:  An Ordinance Amending Chapter 181 of the Canal Fulton Code (Income Tax) by Conforming It to Changes in Ohio State Statutes, and Declaring an Emergency.

Ordinance 38-03:  An Ordinance Amending Ordinance Number 25-94 enacted May 5, 1994, to Provide an Exception to the City’s Policy of Requiring Annexation before Connection to City Water Lines.


Mr. Kincaid said he felt Mr. Hatfield had a good point in that there should be somewhere in the agreement that the City has ownership of the water line.


Ordinance 39-03:  An Ordinance to Make Appropriations for the Current Expenses and Other Expenditures of the City of Canal Fulton, Ohio, During the Fiscal Year Ending December 31, 2004, and Declaring an Emergency.


Resolution 22-03:   A Resolution accepting the Amounts and Rates as Determined by the Budget Commission and Authorizing the Necessary Tax Levies and Certifying them to the County Auditor, and Declaring an Emergency.  

FIRST READINGS:


Ordinance 40-03:  An Ordinance Providing for the Distribution of Water Revenues, and Declaring an Emergency.

Ordinance 41-03:  An Ordinance Providing for the Distribution of Sewer Revenues, and Declaring an Emergency.

Ordinance 42-03:  An Ordinance to Adopt 2004 Amendments to the Traffic and General Offenses Codes and Declaring an Emergency.  


Mr. Szanto made a motion to suspend the rules on Ordinance 42-03.  Mrs. Zahirsky seconded the motion.  Roll:  Yes – ALL.


Mr. Szanto then made a motion to pass Ordinance 42-03 under suspension.  Mrs. Cihon seconded the motion.  Roll:  Yes – ALL.


Ordinance 43-03:  An Ordinance to Make Appropriations from the Unappropriated Balance in the Federal Highway Administration Grant Fund, and Declaring an Emergency.


Mr. Szanto made a motion to suspend the rules on Ordinance 43-03.  Mrs. Cihon seconded the motion.  Roll:  Yes – ALL.


Mr. Szanto then made a motion to pass Ordinance 43-03 under suspension.  Mrs. Cihon seconded the motion.  Roll:  Yes – ALL.

Purchase Orders and Bills:


P.O. # 3629 in the amount of $11,221.22 to Ohio Edison for underground primary electric service for Community Park, Phase 1.

Mrs. Zahirsky made a motion to approve P.O. #3629 in the amount of $11,221.22 to Ohio Edison.  Mrs. Cihon seconded the motion.  Roll:  Yes – ALL.


P.O. # 3633 to Ohio Drilling Company in the amount of $42,958.00 to drill, develop and test the new Water Well #8.


Mr. Szanto made a motion to approve P.O. #3633 in the amount of $42,958.00.  Mrs. Cihon seconded the motion.  Roll:  Yes – ALL.


Bills:  $511,024.47


Mr. Szanto made a motion to acknowledge the receipt of the list of bills in the amount of $511,024.47.  Mr. Dane seconded the motion.  (Voice Vote)  Yes – ALL.


NEW BUSINESS:

OLD BUSINESS:


OTHER BUSINESS:

                  CITIZENS COMMENTS:


Mr. Colaianni thanked Mrs. Reiter for her service.

REPORT OF COUNCIL PRESIDENT:


REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES:


The meeting was adjourned.

_______________________________            ________________________________


Sharon Reiter, Clerk of Council                       Shawn Kenney, Mayor
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